
NATIONAL OWNER HANDLED SERIES (NOHS) 
 

Breed judging for the AKC National Owner‐Handled Series is conducted following Best of Breed 
judging in each breed ring. All eligible dogs in the BOB competition (including WD & WB) will 
stay in the ring after the judge makes their placements in BOB competition. The ring steward 
will ask all professional handlers, household members of and current assistants to a professional 
handler, any exhibitor that did not indicate on their entry that they were eligible for the AKC 
National Owner‐Handled Series, and any dog no longer eligible for the AKC National Owner‐
Handled Series to leave the ring and then the judge will select the Owner‐Handled Best of Breed. 
A dog being “cut” or otherwise “defeated” in the Best of Breed ring remains eligible to compete 
in the AKC National Owner‐Handled Series. The Owner‐Handled Best of Breed will be selected 
from the eligible exhibits based on the program procedures. 

• If the Best of Breed/Variety winner of the regular show is eligible for the AKC National 
Owner‐Handled Series competition, it will also be awarded Owner‐Handled Best of Breed. 
In this case, the dog will be eligible to compete in group competition for the regular show 
and group competition for the AKC National Owner‐Handled Series. 

• If the regular show Best of Breed/Variety winner is not eligible for AKC National Owner‐ 
Handled Series competition and the regular show Best of Opposite Sex to Best of 
Breed/Variety is eligible, the regular show Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed/Variety 
will compete against the eligible exhibits of the other sex to determine Owner‐Handled 
Best of Breed. 

• If neither the Best of Breed/Variety nor the Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed/Variety 
from the regular show is eligible for the AKC National Owner‐Handled Series competition 
and both the Select Dog and Select Bitch are eligible, the judge is to choose Owner‐
Handled Best of Breed from the Selects and any eligible Winners Dog or Winners Bitch. 

• If one of the Selects from the regular show is eligible for AKC National Owner‐Handled 
Series competition, excuse all eligible champions and non‐regular class winners of the 
same sex and then choose Owner‐Handled Best of Breed from the remaining eligible 
dogs of the opposite sex including the eligible Winners. 

• If the regular show Best of Breed/Variety, Best of Opposite Sex to Best of Breed/Variety, 
Select Dog & Select Bitch are not eligible, the judge may choose any eligible dog that 
competed in Best of Breed including Winners Dog or Winners Bitch as the Owner‐
Handled Best of Breed. 

• If no dog remaining in the ring is eligible for the AKC National Owner‐Handled Series 
competition, Owner‐Handled Best of Breed will not be awarded and the breed/variety 
will not be represented in group competition for the AKC National Owner‐Handled Series. 
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